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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Inoue (JP 2001-150488). 

3. As to claim 7, Inoue discloses an injection molding apparatus which 
comprises first mold plate; second mold plate; stamper (3); first mirror 
surface disk (15) attached to the first mold plate (2); a second mold plate (l) 
disposed to advance and retreat in relation to the first mold plate (2); a 
second mirror surface disk attached to the second mold plate and forming a 
cavity (13) in co-operation with the first mirror surface disk in a mold 
clamped condition; a stamper (3) attached to the mirror surface disk and 
having a fine pattern formed on a front end surface thereof; a bush (8,10) 
extending through the mirror surface disk (See figure l); and the other 
mirror surface disk comprises a through hole that disposes the bush is formed 
radially inward of a region for forming clamp area (See figure 6-7). Figure 7 
shows that the a first region provided to extend radially outward from an 
outer circumferential edge of the through hole projects from a second region 
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provided to extend radially outward from the first region so as to form a step 
between the first and second regions. 

4. As to claims 8-9, Figure 7 shows that the front end surface of the other 
mirror surface disk comprises annular groove (23), which is involved to form 
a stack rib, wherein groove is formed between the first and second region, 
and the first region is a region that forms a clamp area. 

5. Inoue discloses all claimed structural limitations as discussed above, 
and, thus, the claims are anticipated. 

6. Claims 7-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Asai (US 5,460,763). 

7. As to claim 7, Asai ('763) discloses a disc mold which comprises first 
mold plate; a first mirror surface disc attached to the first mold plate; a 
second mold plate disposed to advanced and retreat in relation to the first 
mold plate; a second mirror surface disc attached to the second mold plate 
and forming a cavity in co-operation with the first mirror surface disc in a 
mold clamped condition (See figure l); a stamper attached to one of the first 
and second mirror surface discs and having a fine pattern formed one a front 
end surface thereof (See figure l); and a bush extending through another one 
of the first and second mirror surface discs (See figure 12). It further teaches 
that the other mirror surface disc being characterized in that a through hole 
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that disposed the bush is formed radially inward of a region for forming a 
clamp area (See figure 12). It further teaches that first region provided to 
extend radially outward from an outer circumferential edge of the through 
hole projects from a second region provided to extend radially outward from 
the first region so as to form a step between the first and the second regions 
(see figures 5, 8 and 11). 

8. As to claim 8, it further teaches that the groove (10C) formed on the 
front end surface of a mirror surface disc at a predetermined location (See 
figures 5, 8 and 11). 

9. As to claim 9, it further teaches that groove is formed between the first 
and second regions; and the first region is a region that forms the clamp area 
(see figures 5, 8 and 11). 

10. As to claims 10-11, Figure 11 further suggests that the groove is formed 
in first and second regions. 

11. Asai discloses all claimed structural limitations as discussed above, 
and, thus, the claims are anticipated. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in a prior Office action. 
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13. Claims 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Inoue (JP 2001-150488). 

14. Inoue discloses all claimed structural limitations as discussed above. It 
further teaches that the groove is formed between first and second region, but 
fails to teach or suggest that first and second region comprise groove. 

15. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of Applicant's invention to modify the invention of Inoue by providing 
groove in first and second regions because such an alignment is involved to 
provide a clearance between stack mold which is involved to form clamp area 
and signal area as required. 

Response to Arguments 

16. Applicant's arguments filed on 10/14/2008 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. 

17. Applicant argues that claims 7-11 and 13-18 are not distinct inventions 
under 37 C.F.R. 1.145. For example, claims 7-11 are directed to a mirror 
surface disk for a mold for molding a disk, while claims 13-18 are directed to 
a mold that comprises the mirror- surface disk of claim 7. Accordingly, both 
claims 7-11 and 13-18 recite a mirror- surface disk and mold, where the 
mirror- surface disk for each claim set comprises the same limitations. 
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Therefore, the constructive election alleged is improper because claims 7-11 
and 13-18 do not recite different inventions under 37 CFR 1.145. 

18. Applicant's argument is fully considered but not found persuasive 
because there is no specific technical feature since the limitations of the claim 
are taught by the prior arts as discussed in the rejection of claims. Thus, the 
requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

19. This application contains claims 13-18 are drawn to an invention 
nonelected with traverse in the reply filed on 7/14/2008. A complete reply to 
the final rejection must include cancellation of nonelected claims or other 
appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) See MPEP § 821.01. 

20. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non- 
elected invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an 
inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment 
of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and 
by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(0. 

21. Applicant further argues that the prior art, Inoue discloses an inside 
end of a stamper is fitted to a ring-shaped projection part. The ring-shaped 
projection part is formed in the outside end a cavity side of an inside holder. 
Using ring-shaped clearance, the stamper is vacuum sucked in an area inside 
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an uneven surface to increase force for fitting the stamper into a mold. 
However, Inoue does not disclose or suggest at least a first region provided to 
extend radially outward from an outer circumferential edge of the through 
hole projects from a second region provided to extend radially outward from 
the first region so as to form a step between the first and second regions as 
cited in claim 7. 

22. In response to Applicant's arguments, Inoue discloses figure 7 which 
clearly shows that the device comprises annular recess (23) between first and 
second region, wherein such recess is extended radially outward from the 
first region from an outer circumferential edge of the hole to a second region 
and formed step between the first and second region. 

23. Applicant further argues that the prior art, Asai discloses a mold that 
includes stationary and moveable mold members, and a cavity for molding 
disc between mating surfaces of two members. Asai discloses a gate is formed 
in a gap between an opening edge of a gate insert and corner portion of a 
shoulder portion of a hot plunger cap, wherein gate insert has a leading end 
face for forming cavity face, wherein leading end face id formed in an inner 
circumferential edge with an annular recess for forming a crest face and 
outer slopes to form a stack rib of the disc. However, Asai fails to disclose or 
suggest at least a first region provided to extend radially outward from an 
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outer circumferential edge of the through hole projects from a second region 
provided to extend radially outward from the first region so as to form a step 
between the first and second regions as cited in claim 7. 

24. In response to Applicant's arguments, Asai disclose mold assembly 
having gate insert (10) as a through hole and annular recess (10c) which is 
extended radially outward from the first region from an outer circumferential 
edge of the hole (10) to a second region and formed step between the first and 
second region (See figure 5, 8, 11). Therefore, Rejection of claims has been 
maintained. 

Conclusion 

25. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to 
expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a 
first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final 
action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE -MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing 
date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period 
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for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final 
action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to DIMPLE N. BODAWALA whose 
telephone number is (571)272-6455. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday - Friday at 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, PHILLIP C. TUCKER can be reached on (571) 272- 
1095. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Application/Control Number: 10/594,508 
Art Unit: 1791 



Page 10 



Dimple N Bodawala 

Examiner 

Art Unit 1791 



/D. N. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



/Philip C Tucker/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



